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ciated witli thunder and lightning, the hail-pellets
were in a state of constant oscillation between two
oppositely electrified clouds. Condensation, according
to him, was always going on, and the stones grew in
size until they became so heavy that they broke through
the lower stratum and fell to the earth.

Dove broached a different theory, which is that
hailstorms are always whirlwinds, but with their axis
almost horizontal instead of vertical. The air then
sweeps the growing hailstone round and round from
hot to cold stratum alternately; water settles on it in
the hot, and is frozen in the cold, layer. Ultimately,
either by its own weight or by centrifugal force, it
comes outside the influence of the rotatory motion of
the whirl and falls to the ground.

In these islands we, fortunately, know but little of
destructive hailstorms. On the Continent we are almost
everywhere met by the frequent advertisements of Hail
Insurance Offices, which are comparatively rare here.
This immunity of ours is due to our insular climate,
and its consequent freedom from extremes of tem-
perature.

The geographical repartition of rainfall, and its
seasonal distribution in different latitudes, will be con-
sidered later.

The law of the fall in the daily period has not
been very much studied, as automatic gauges are com-
paratively modern inventions, and the main fact which
is known on the subject is that as, between the tropics,
the wettest portion of the year is the hottest, so there
also the early afternoon, the hottest part of the day,
is the wettest.